


virus risk for citizens, lawyers, and staff, the Court must also take 

additional steps. 

First, all civil and criminal jury trials scheduled between now and 

15 January 2021 are continued to a later date to be set by the presiding 

Judge. Any criminal trial setting may be reinstated at the discretion of 

the presiding Judge, or on a party's motion, for good cause. Citizens' 

increasing inability and reluctance to serve on juries is understandable, 

but it creates the possibility that our juries will not reflect a fair cross 

section of the Eastern District. The Court therefore concludes that the 

ends of justice outweigh the public's interest, and the affected 

defendants' interests, 1n speedy criminal trials. 18 U.S.C. § 

3161(h)(7)(A) & (B). Any period of delay resulting from this 

Administrative Order is therefore excludable time under the Speedy 

Trial Act. 

Second, only one grand jury will meet in December 2020. Unless 

the Court directs otherwise for good cause, no grand jury will meet in 

January 2021. The ends of justice likewise outweigh any defendant's 

interest, and the public's interest, in a speedy indictment. 

Third, hearings of all sorts will continue apace. They must be held 

by video-teleconference or teleconference whenever possible and will 

be held in person when necessary. All our courthouses are open to the 

public and will remain open. 



All active and senior United States District Judges and all United 

States Magistrate Judges for the Eastern District of Arkansas concur in 

this Administrative Order. 

So Ordered. 

D .P. Marshall Jr. 
Chief Judge 
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